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Uncertainty continues over I1T-D Director’s resignation

Shevgaonkar continues to attend work as the government is yet to take a decision on
either accepting or rejecting it.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/uncertainty-continues-over-iitd-directors-
resignation/article6829218.ece

More than a month after he submitted his resignation, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi’s director
Raghunath K. Shevgaonkar, continues to attend work as the government is yet to take a decision on either
accepting or rejecting it.

“In his resignation, he had asked to be relieved on January 1. But he has not requested for any notice period and
as things stand, he will continue as director until the President decides or his term expires, whichever is earlier,”
an HRD official said. After his term expires in 2016 or he is relieved, he is expected to be repatriated to 1ITB.
Another senior official clarified that no action is being contemplated on the Mauritius issue as the director has
not been found guilty of any impropriety so far.

IITD Chairman VP Bhatkar told this paper that he had tried to convince Mr. Shevgaonkar to withdraw his

resignation. “We requested him to reconsider when he put in his papers. He didn’t say anything. He just
smiled,” he told The Hindu.

On December 22, Mr. Shevgaonkar had submitted his resignation to the IIT’s Board of Governors, which was
forwarded through the Human Resource Development Ministry to President Pranab Mukherjee who holds the
post of Visitor to ITD. Mr. Mukherjee has neither accepted nor rejected his resignation yet, official sources
said.


http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/uncertainty-continues-over-iitd-directors-resignation/article6829218.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/uncertainty-continues-over-iitd-directors-resignation/article6829218.ece
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The Director resigned a month after the HRD Ministry asked him to explain his role in the International
Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in Mauritius, which was set up with Indian collaboration in
2013. When he resigned, the Ministry had clarified that neither did it pressurise him to pay back wages to BJP
leader and former 1ITD teacher Subramanian Swamy nor did it ask him to allow a private cricket academy to be
started on campus.

Mr. Shevgaonkar, an electrical engineering scientist on lien from IT Bombay, has been attending work ever
since he returned from leave on January 11. “When we asked him what’s happening, he said that he has put in
his papers and now it is up to the government,” a senior IITD professor told this paper. The director has refused
to speak to the press.

Currently, I1Ts in Bhubaneswar and Patna have acting heads and the director of IIT Ropar is on extension as the
ministry is yet to appoint new directors for these institutes.
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lIT-B helps hone entrepreneurlal
skills, foster technology innovation

IIT-B’s Society for
Innovation and

Entrepreneurship has
incubated 55 firms
since its inception

BY LESLIE D'MONTE &
ASHNA AMBRE

e Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) are
known for producing the

best engi and

What is less well known is that
they also breed world-class
entrepreneurs.

Over the past five decades, 1IT
Bombay (IIT-B) alone has seen
many of its alumni start and suc-

run companies. They
include Nandan Nilekani, co-
founder of India’s second largest
information technology services
ﬂn;’ lnlo-ynr Led.
oster en rcneunhtp
UT-B has five L:‘p
centres of development, a Sod
ety for Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship (SIN'B) that has incu-
some 55 companies since
its inception a decade ago, and
even an under-construction
research park modelled on the
one at ll'l‘.and.ru ~M).

trepreneurship,
went a step ahead and launched
the Desai Sethi Centre for Entre-
preneurship (DSCE) in July to
foster an entrepreneurial spirit
and technology innovation.

Bharat Desai, founder of Syn-
tel Inc. and also an IIT-B alum-
nus, helped build the centre by
donating $1 million in March.

Anand Kusre, who heads
DSCE and is also a professor at
the Shailesh ] Mehta School of
Management in the same insti-
tution, hopes these initiatives
;:'ull: e;nble IIT-B to “become a

ub of entrepreneurship, similar
to the role played by the Stan-
:‘ond University in the Silicon Val-
ey”

“Most students have an idea,
but don’t have a business model
in place. Also, they have no idea
nhou( opentlonl. mukeun&

that

Gondal, founder and chief exec-
utive (CEO) of GOQii Inc., come

'g)osmmgmr

agriculture, education to serve
low-income sections.

IIT-B also has an entrepre-

} 1 d. body

that org;nlzes, coordinates and

on the

Y

Kk it

plan P that
. is open to students and working

professionals from all over the
world.

A Eureka semi-finalist (2013),
Bookpad Inc., for instance,
became the first Indian tech
start-up to be bought by Yahoo
Inc.

lIT»B also has a deferred

it policy, stu-
dcms can apply for job offers
made by companies that come
to the campus after three years
in case the start-up the student
is working on fails.

Entrepreneurs in the
DNAP 5]

1ITs combined ranked fourth,
ahead even of Harvard Univer-
dly,lnnlisdngofthempsﬂunl-

have produced VC-
yesgltios that ding to &

Sq:mbet 2014 study oomplled
by PitchBook Dan—-a US-bmd
PE and h

January
)14, 264 IIT
unders 205 col
nies, and raised $3.15 bil.llou.
Stanford University with 378
founders topped the list, fol-
lowed by the University of Ber-
keley (336) and Mlmchupm
Institute of Technology, or Ml';
(300). Harvard had 253 emrepre‘t*
neurs in the same

SINE, op es as an ind d
embodyud(hasmﬂofmpuoph

“We make an exit in the com-
pany as soon as VC and PB

part of a currlcul\un. we have
not offered any courses in entre-

as guest lecturers. and has been funded by the gov- investors invest in the pany " said Ravish Rat-
play a key role in building a Those like Knmal K l(umnwnt. emment’s dspunmem of science  said Atrey. nam, p:urldam of eDC Delhi.
business,” said Kusre, explaining a fourth-year el gi and tech SINE recently appointed Ajeet At IIT-M, the Cell for Tbclmol‘
the need for a dedicated entre- ing uudent. wlm have lm dme Khurana as its CEO. Kt ogy lop
preneurship centre. on hand b Kn _gatowo-lth has been a Mumbai Angels and
DSCE offers a three-year enrol for short-term ¢ “Stud at the i an active (C-TIDES) orgnruus talks, work-
course, which allows mdenu o I(ummt has opted for a six- technology even if it is across personal (angel) investor. shops, entrepreneurship week
get a minor in ip at the centre. “I various sectors. We want to ‘SINE is currently incubating and other
along with their engi g founded an deals age students to start only 16 colﬂpﬂdel and plans to  “There are a number of stu-
degree, and a basic p P (a co.in) in hnology which don’t expand its hdﬂ(y and provide dents who are working on their
on hi p for six J y and this has includ g mobile applica- d 50 start-up ideas and we provide
monthn. About 250 engin helped me validate the idea, put tions and e-commerce sites. firms at mmdme. 2 them resources in terms of net-
lled in place a bet- Knowledge TIT-B will soon also have a works, funding and mentorship,”
for the clluel. most of them ter business must be con- research park that is being said Swapnil Bhirud, core mem-
with the intention to start their model and verted to funded from a grant it received ber (events) at C-TIDES. He
own companies. given me an [I'TSs tog’ether rank wealth” said from the ministry of human added that start-ups are incu-
understanding Milind D. Atrey, resource development for the bated at IIT-M Incubation Cell.
Shaping ideas of customer fourth, ahead even of professor in- purpose. “The research park is  About 60 companies have
 Chatterjee, a d- needs, k Harvard Uni . harg INE. d to be spread over been incubated at IIT-M, with a
ri ing, and other ( nlvel'Slty» The incuba- 200,000 sq. ft area and is looking majority of them situated at the
-mdem at IIT-B, who is pm.& of busi- in a listing Of the tor, he added, to house 200 research and devel- [IIT Madras Research Park. How-
the enmpnnwuhlv cell l;:h' ness,” .:nl:d receives 25 opment (R&D) units of private ever, the institute has no dedi-
T a 0 uni iti applications corp in the cated courses on entrepreneur-
three-yeu antupnnqnnhip hopes that by tOp 50 versities ev:ty month, campus,” said Atrey. ship.
course at DSCE. the end of the that have produced which are - According to Sharad Sharma,
“At the moment, I have a few course, he screened by a s".[g start-ups co-founder of iSpirt (Indlan Soft-
ideas and this enumdqll help would have VC-ba.cked founders panel of entre- e building at the h ware Prod
me give concrete the learnt to P park is estimated to have 20-25 Table), a software pmduct lobby,
ideas. I am looldng m g con- ‘When a com- floors, where companies will set

the next ummn.whlnhﬁnll
teach me about build-
ing a prototype and other busi-
ness aspects,” he said.

The course also gives stud

cerns lih fund-raising, hiring

talent and
DSCE, -ccordlng to Kusre, is
tary to all the other

pany is selected to be incubated
at SINE, it is granted aaon loan
of 20 lakh and is p1 d office

up their R&D units. These com-
panies, whose founders need not
ily be from an IIT, will

space for a team of 8-10 at a

an opportunity to do an intern-
ship with a private equity (PE)
investor or venture capitalist
(VC) in the second year, create a
prototype and write a business
plan, according to Kusre.
Moreover, founden of big and
small

of
IIT-B. 'l‘he lnnilmes five inte-

hly rental of X10,000. The
incubation duration is typically
three years, after which the com-
pany usually scales up and

have students devaloplng busi-
depart-

ness ideas across g and
ments which includ h flow. ;

nology, biotechnology, mechani- SINE has a 3-4% equity stake
cal- engineering and in the company till the latter

those like Desai and Vishal

HT-B's i b

raises its

onal round of

also get an opportunity to inter-

.act with the IT faculty. The

research park will also provide

IIT-B has “a unique sense of
functioning when it to
entrepreneurship, primarily
because it is perhaps the first
educational institute in India
where professors have been suc-
cessful entrepreneurs, hence

space for i b s to support

start-ups, according to Atrey.
II'T-B also has a Tata Centre for

Technology and Design that was

eslablished in March and

on devel
gies, products and syslems in
energy, water, healthcare, food,

leading to a strong trickle-down
effect for the students” He,
added, “Today IIT-B is at an
inflection point from where it is
going to take off with full force
when it comes to entrepreneur-
ship”
leslie.d@livemint.com
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Visakhapatnam, Ajmer
~and Allahabad tobe
developed as smart cities

US to support and collaborate with one lIT

VIJAITA SINGH & RUHI TEWARI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

INDIA and the US on Tuesday de-
cided to set up three task forces to
jointly develop Visakhapatnam,
Ajmerand Allahabad as smart cities.

While Ajmer was chosen for its
large Muslim population, Allahabad
was picked for being a Hindu pilgrim-
age centre. Visakhapatnam was chosen
as the state government was unable to
reconstruct it after lastyear's Hud Hud
cyclone, said officials.

After MoUswere signed between
the US and the governments of Ra-
jasthan, UP and Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday, the two countries on Tues-
day set up task forces for each city.
They will submit reports in three
months. Officials said the initiative
was fast-tracked although the Cen-
tre’s plan to develop 100 smart cities is
yet to be finalised.

On Tuesday, issues relating to de-
velopment of these cities were dis-
cussed at a 45-minute meeting be-
tween Naidu and visiting US Secretary

‘of Commerce Penny Pritzker. Each

task force team will consist of three
representatives each from central and
state governments and the US Trade
and Development Agency. Each task
force will discuss city-specific features,
project requirements and appropriate
revenue models for enabling flow of
investments before suggesting action
planto develop them assmart cities.

Referring to her meetings with
Andhra Pradesh CM N Chandrababu
Naidu and Rajasthan’s Vasundhara
Raje, Pritzker said she found them to
be “go-getters” and was confident of
making asuccess of the smart city plan.

Meanwhile, the two countries
signed a Joint Declaration of Intent
for collaborating in providing support
to the Indian Institutes of Technology
on Friday, furthering bilateral ties in
higher education.

The US Agency for International
Development (USAID) will support
“at least one IIT in India with the
broad aim of intensifying collabora-
tions in Research and Development
and entrepreneurship”. The first IIT
likely to be picked the collaboration
is the relatively new IIT-Gandhinagar.
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